
Newsletter - Spring 22

What a busy Year it has been so far! I would firstly like to welcome many new families to Chestnut

Playgroup, and we hope you enjoy your time with us. We sent out questionnaires for parents after

Parents Evening and we were very pleased with the positive feedback we have received. We tend to

send out the parent surveys twice a year which gives us time to review and put in place any

recommendations that we feel are necessary. Your feedback means a great deal to us to ensure you

are happy with your child attending our playgroup. We welcome any feedback and are always looking

at ways that we can improve our practice to be at the highest of standards.

What the children have been enjoying

The children have had a wonderful time exploring the garden and

going on a bear hunt - the children love to act out the story by

exploring the garden and the forest area and bringing other peers

into their play to share and extend their ideas. They had a great

time doing some experiments in the garden for Science Week. They

created volcanoes, and looked at how rainbows are created and

used clear glass to create their own rainbows in the sunshine. They

also enjoyed exploring with mixing colours by painting and mixing up

coloured water to make potions in the mud kitchen. The mud

kitchen and our new outdoor tea sets have been a huge hit and the

children love to make cups of tea by using different types of tea

bags and exploring all the different colours and smells they make.
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We have managed to get some of the children out for a couple of

outings this term where the children have been to the shop to

purchase snack and cooking ingredients. We have also had a visit to

the library next door. Now that we have more children in the

playgroup, to enable us to have more outings, we have decided to go

in smaller groups - but all children will get the opportunity to go on an

outing. We are looking forward to having ‘ZooLab’ coming in for the

Summer term, which will give an amazing experience for the children.

Again when we have visitors we try and alternate the days to enable

fair and shared experiences by all.

The staff and Committee will soon be in talks and preparing what this

year's Leavers Party will entail, and we look forward to informing you

more nearer the time. It is quite unbelievable that we are now in

Summer term, and we are fully aware as to how quick these last few

months will go, so preparations are beginning to already start!

Covid Update

Staff are now no longer required to test twice weekly for COVID. All parents and carers are now

welcomed back into playgroup, which we are very much looking forward to returning to.

Guidance now states that anyone who tests positive for covid-19 should stay at home (over 18s for

5 days) (under 18s for 3 days). It is advised that people with symptoms of a respiratory

infection, including COVID-19, a high temperature or who are feeling unwell, to stay at home and

avoid contact with other people until they feel well enough to resume normal activities and until

they no longer have a high temperature.

Within the building we shall still ensure the rooms are well ventilated and to let fresh air in, and

reinforce good hygiene practices such as hand washing and cleaning.

Changes to the EYFS

In September 2021 the Department of Education made changes to the EYFS. Since these changes

we have introduced a new way of planning where it is more in the moment and this builds and

changes around the children's interests and their development. One of the main reasons for the

changes of the EYFS happening was because in all settings staff members had a high amount of

paperwork expected, which staff felt this was taking important learning opportunities away from

the children's development. Staff are now finding they are having many more opportunities to build

and support the children's development, which will help break any barriers to the child's learning.

With this in mind I decided to create a slide to explain the curriculum within the playgroup for

parents to read - this can be found on our website (www.chestnutplaygroup.org.uk/Letters/).

Garden Update

As many of you may know Chestnut Playgroup was very lucky to be selected as one of the CO-OPs

Community Fundraising recipients. We received an amazing amount of £2,288.51 for us to use for

our garden project. We wanted to create a sensory garden with a calm and relaxing area within the

garden where the children explore their senses through sight, touch and smell.
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I would like to say a huge thank you to Emily Steele from our

Committee and her family who have spent much of their Easter

holidays transforming a much needed part of our garden.

There is now a little area where the

children can learn and explore mini

beasts with some new bug hotels and a

small dirt area, nearby the bug hotels

the children will be planting some

wildflower seeds in our new pots to help

attract the bugs and insects to their

new hotel.

On the other side a lovely and very

inviting sensory walk has been created with some sensory paving

stones, plants and herbs for the children to explore and learn to

look after. We hope the children really enjoy this new area we have

created and a huge thank you to everyone who chose Chestnut

Playgroup with their Co-op cards so we could give the children and

the community this fantastic area.

We are holding a Garden Working Party on Saturday 23
rd

April where we will be getting the

garden ready for the summer, this will include tidying the garden, edging of the paths and

revamping our music and water wall stands. We will be meeting at Chestnut Playgroup at 10am if

anyone would like to come and join us, and there will be refreshments available also.

Staffing Update

As many of you are aware, we said goodbye to Amy just before Easter. As the playgroup has

become busier we needed to employ some new staff. I would like to welcome Kirsty Feary who will

be joining our team and working 3 mornings a week - on Mondays, Tuesdays and Fridays. We would

also like to welcome Gagandeep Sagoo who is joining our Bank team. We are very excited to be

welcoming both staff members to join our fun and caring team. I am aware that with many staff

now working at Chestnut Playgroup it may get confusing with who works what days and we

appreciate that it helps your children to know who is in on what days. So I have put a list together

so you can help prepare your children if needed:

Staff List

Mondays: Charlene, Tracey, Kate, Molly and Kirsty F

Tuesdays: Charlene (on paperwork), Tracey, Kate, Kirsty M, Molly, Kirsty F and Julie

Wednesdays: Charlene, Kate, Kirsty M, Molly, Sarah and Julie

Thursdays: Charlene (on paperwork), Tracey, Kirsty M, Sarah, Molly, Bank staff and Julie

Fridays: Charlene, Tracey, Kirsty M, Sarah, Kirsty F

Bank staff are: Julie, Sam, Laura, Gagandeep

Training: Many staff have had different types of training around the new EYFS, I have completed

some Leadership and Management training which helps me to keep refreshed with any new and
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updated information, to ensure our staff and the playgroup is running at its best. All training that

staff complete is then fed back to the rest of the staff at Staff Meetings that we hold at the

beginning of each half term. This gives all staff the opportunities to review and reflect on our

practice and put action plans into place. We also use this time to arrange for visitors to come in

and organise outings with the playgroup. Unfortunately COVID has played a big part in not being

able to have visitors into the setting, but we are hopeful that things are beginning to move forward

for us to do this again.

I have recently been in contact with Emma Little who is the Foundation Lead at Linton Infants

School, and we have booked in a Cluster Meeting for the end of this month with other Early Years

settings around the village and surrounding areas, to discuss the transitions for September.

General Reminders

Suncream: It has been so lovely to have some sunshine over the Easter holidays. As the weather is

becoming much warmer, please can you ensure that your child has suncream and a sun hat in the

playgroup at all times. Please also ensure that both items are clearly labelled. We do have a box for

suncreams and hats that can stay at the playgroup at all times, we find this to be much easier, so

that way we know the children always have these to hand when we experience some hot weather.

Welly boots: We seem to have gathered a huge amount of wellington boots in our boot boxes! Over

the course of the next few weeks can you please check if your child has any old welly boots

within our boxes and ensure that your child's name is clearly labelled. I will be giving any unnamed

welly boots to charity collections as there are just so many that we are noticing are not being

used. Also can you please check the hat and glove box, as we move out of the colder weather we

will no longer be needing to use these, again any left over items that are unnamed will go to the

charity collections. I will give the first 2 weeks of return for these items to be sorted before

donating them elsewhere.

Foods: Please no items in packed lunch that have ‘may contain nuts’ within the ingredients. If

you have made anything at home please just pop in a list in the lunch box with a list of ingredients

that you have used. We appreciate that you may want to give your child a treat in their lunch box

such as a biscuit or a chocolate bar which we are happy for you to but we only allow one. Please no

multiple sweet treats. We have also noticed that some foods have age warnings on them - if a

child is 2 years old and their food has an age warning of it e.g 36 months+ then we will not give this

to your 2 year old child. Please ensure to check all packaging on the items going into your children’s

lunch boxes.

Cutting up foods: Please remember to cut all small round foods into quarters such as cherry

tomatoes, grapes, or anything of the similar size as these can cause choking. This can be quite time

consuming for staff to cut up many grapes before the children can eat them, which is then taking a

member of staff away from interacting with the children.

We welcome any feedback and ideas to the playgroup. If you have any ideas or suggestions for

improvements or things you would like to see in the setting please do let us know, we would love to

hear your views.

Best wishes

Charlene Hayes and all the Chestnut Playgroup Team
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Committee Message & Fundraising News

Welcome to the Spring term Committee newsletter update. I would like to start by thanking Charlene and
the team and all of the wonderful parents and carers for all their hard work, support for each other and
the playgroup and for all their understanding though the last few months. Spring is a time to look forward
and I hope we can all look forward together with hope and knowing we are still all here for each other. I
hope you all enjoyed the Easter break and the sunshine! Thank you to everyone who was able to donate
and raise funds with the sponsored colouring in. If you could bring any money raised to playgroup this
week, it would be gratefully appreciated. Lots of beautiful and colourful creations!

It has been a busy start to the year and a wonderful start for fundraising with the Christmas cones raising
an amazing £174 and the Christmas raffle raised £314.

We celebrated Valentines with Valentines biscuit cones, containing all the dried ingredients needed and
a heart shaped cutter, to create a special bake for loved ones. These raised £10.50, thank you to
everyone who supported and we hope you enjoyed eating them too!

Horizon visited and took some beautiful pictures of all the children, making some wonderful memories,
this raised £299 from both visits.

One of the Committee Emily Steele did a sponsored half marathon walk which raised a massive £218.85
for the Playgroup. I am sure you will all join me in congratulating Emily and saying thank you!

Cooper Barnes held a car wash and generously Chestnuts were chosen as one of the charities, this
raised an amazing £282 for Chestnuts, along with lots of lovely clean cars - thank you to everyone for
their hard work!

Chestnut Playgroup had the honour of being chosen by the Co-op as one of their charities to raise
money for this year. In October we received our final payment from the Co-op, an amazing £1792.92,
this brings the total to £2288.51. A huge thank you to everyone who generously chose Chestnuts as their
charity. This money has enabled us to begin to create a sensory garden and there has been a lot of hard
work by the Committee over the Easter holidays for this to become a reality, thank you Emily Steele!
There is still more work to do but I am sure you will agree this is already such an amazing space for all
the children to enjoy!

Chestnuts playgroup have also had the honour of being the beneficiaries of the Anderson Trust and a
grant from the Parish Council, £165 and £388.53 respectively. This will allow us to purchase some well
needed new resources. Covid-19 has had a massive impact on many areas including children’s social
and emotional development, the items purchased will be a huge asset to help all the children with their
social and communication skills and making those important relationships with their peers.

We are hopeful with our plans for future fundraising, as we look forward to the Summer term. We very
much hope to have a Summer fete this year, an event previously enjoyed by many - planning is already
in process, let's make this the biggest best one yet! Dates for your diary to be confirmed shortly. We have
lots of other exciting fundraising ideas and opportunities coming up over the next few months, there are
many ways we can come together and support the playgroup, as the days get warmer and restrictions
are eased.

Great and easy ways to help raise vital funds for Chestnuts are through Easyfundraising and Amazon
Smile. They have raised a total of £49.37 this year so far. These are a couple of ways that you could
really help us out, without having to spend any extra money at all! (Details on the next page.)
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We are always looking to welcome new Committee Members on board and would love to hear from you
if you would like to join us or if you would like any information regarding the Committee.

If you have any questions, queries or fundraising suggestions, please e-mail:
chestnutfundraising@gmail.com or contact any of the Committee.

We cannot thank you enough for all your continued support, it really does mean a lot to the Chestnuts
team and all the children.

Jo Paintin – on behalf of the Fundraising Committee
www.chestnutplaygroup.org.uk/Committee

Chestnut Playgroup – Linton are now registered with
Easyfundraising which means you can raise FREE
donations for us every time you shop online. Over
4,000 shops and sites will donate to us when you use
Easyfundraising to shop with them – at no extra cost to
yourself!

These donations really mount up and make a BIG
difference to us, so we’d really appreciate it if you
could take a moment to sign up and support us. It is
completely FREE and only takes a moment.

You can find our Easyfundraising page at:

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/chestnutslinton/?utm_campaign=raise-more

Similarly, using Amazon Smile, Amazon donates 0.5% of the
net purchase price (excluding VAT, returns and shipping fees)
of eligible purchases to the charitable organisation of your
choice.

Amazon Smile is the same Amazon you know. Same
products, same prices, same service.

You can support us by starting your shopping at:

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1090719-0

Or simply turn AmazonSmile to ‘ON’ in the shopping app
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